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1. Summary  

 

Cambrian Ecology Ltd was commissioned by the client Mrs Iona Watkin Jones, to carry out a 

Preliminary Ecological Assessment, (PEA) of land at Sŵn y Môr in Llanfairisgaer, Caernarfon.  

 

It is intended to submit a planning application to demolish the current stable block on the site and to 

rebuild it in a slightly different location, along with a new indoor riding school.  The current outdoor 

ménage will also be moved to a slightly different location and a new ménage created on the site, see 

Fig.2. 

 

Following a pre-application to Gwynedd Council, an ecological survey report is required to 

accompany the necessary planning application.  

 

An Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey was carried out on 5
th

 November 2019 which concluded that 

the only habitats that will be lost will be heavily grazed improved grassland.   

 

A biological records search was carried out with the Local Records Centre, (LRC); Cofnod as 

recommended in the guidance from the Chartered Institute of Ecology & Environmental 

Management, (CIEEM).  This enables the proposed development site to be assessed in a wider 

context and a potential wider ‘zone of influence’ of the development to be taken into account. 

 

The data search revealed that there are no designated/protected sites that cover the proposed 

development site, but the Menai Straits & Conwy Bay Special Area of Conservation (SAC) lies 

167m away.   

 

There are a number of protected species records within the 1km search area, including hedgehogs 

(Erinaceus europaeus), brown hare (Lepus europaeus) and two bat species.  It is not considered that 

the proposed works will have any impact on any of these species.  

 

The survey recorded that fact that there is some potential for brown hares and hedgehogs to be 

present, along with nesting birds in the hedgerows.  There is also some potential for bat species to 

use these features as flight paths.  These features are to be retained, but some ‘reasonable avoidance 

measures’ (RAMs) have been recommended to avoid any disturbance to nesting birds during the 

construction phase. 

 



Cambrian Ecology Ltd/Preliminary Ecological Assessment /Sŵn y Môr/15.11.2019 

Under Chapter 6 of Planning Policy Wales 10, planning authorities must seek to maintain and 

enhance biodiversity in the exercise of their functions.  To satisfy this condition, the planting of some 

native trees and provision of bird nesting features on the new buildings have been recommended. 

 

 Key Messages 

 There is the potential for protected species to be present within the hedges.  RAMs must 

be adhered to during construction to avoid disturbance 

 The planting of trees and provision of nest boxes on the new buildings is recommended 

to provide biodiversity enhancement on the site 
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2. Introduction 

  

Cambrian Ecology Ltd was commissioned by the client Mrs Iona Watkin Jones, to carry out a 

Preliminary Ecological Assessment, (PEA) of land at Sŵn y Môr in Llanfairisgaer, Caernarfon.  

 

It is intended to submit a planning application to demolish the current stable block on the site and to 

rebuild it in a slightly different location, along with a new indoor riding school.  The current outdoor 

ménage will also be moved to a slightly different location and a new ménage created on the site, see 

below. 

 

An ecological survey report is required to accompany the necessary planning application to be 

submitted to Gwynedd Council, following comments received from a pre-application submission.  

 

The site is located at Grid Reference SH 50151 65960. 

 

 
Fig.2:  Plan of proposed works at Sŵn y Môr 

 

 

3. Methodologies 

 

Surveys were undertaken by experienced ecologists; Chris Hall and Kate Williamson.  Both have 

been working as principal ecologists for Cambrian Ecology Ltd (formerly Cambrian Ecological 

Partnership) since 2010.  Chris is an associate member and Kate is a full member of CIEEM. 
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3.1 Habitats 

 

The Habitat survey was carried out on 5
th

 November 2019 by ecologist Chris Hall.  The survey took 

the form of an extended Phase I survey and identified baseline ecological conditions, as well as any 

important or notable habitats.  All habitats within the proposed development site were classified and 

species lists were drawn up for each habitat type identified and the habitat condition was assessed.  

In the context of this report, important or notable habitats are considered to be those which are of a 

sustainable size and which meet any of the following criteria: 

 Habitats which have a high intrinsic ecological value, i.e. they support a diverse range of 

vascular plant and/or faunal species 

 Mature or semi-natural habitats in built-up areas 

 Any Section 7 Wales Priority habitats 

 Local BAP habitats considered having a significant extent and/or ecological interest 

 Invasive Non-Native Species, (INNS) 

 

All habitats considered to have the potential to support rare, protected or otherwise notable species of 

flora and fauna were noted, as were any direct signs of these species 

 

3.2 Protected Species 

 

A protected species survey of the site was also carried out by Kate Williamson on 5
th

 November 

2019.  The site was assessed on its potential to support any protected or important species.  During 

this survey, a search was made for field signs of protected or notable species and assessments made 

of the potential of habitats to support these species.  In the context of this report important or notable 

species are considered to be those that meet any of the following criteria: 

 Species protected by British or international law 

 Section 7 Wales priority species or local BAP species 

 Nationally rare or scarce species 

 Species of Conservation Concern (e.g. JNCC Red List, RSPB/BTO Red or Amber lists) 

 

3.3 Desk Study 

 

The desktop study aims to collate existing information about relevant priority species within 1km of 

the survey area.  This information has relevance to the likelihood of these priority species being 

present within the survey area, as well as giving context to any species records from the actual site. 

 

A data search for protected species and designated sites was conducted with the Local Environmental 

Records Centre; Cofnod.  The search parameters were 1km radius from the survey site centre. 

 

 

4 Survey Limitations 

 

Field signs for protected and important species are often difficult to find or absent from a site.  For 

this reason, the site and its habitats are assessed on their potential to support these species. 
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5 Results 

 

5.1 Habitats 

 

The habitat on the proposed development site comprises a very limited range of habitats, dominated 

by improved grassland, buildings and hard standing.  There is a hedge on top of a clawdd along the 

north-eastern boundary of the site.  The grassland, buildings and hard standing habitats are the only 

habitats that will be lost as a result of the proposals.  The hedge will not be impacted by the proposed 

works, although there are some protected species issues that need to be taken into consideration. 

 

 
Fig.3:  Location of the proposed development site and the surrounding habitats 

 

 Buildings and hard standing 

 

The current stable block on the site is a wooden building with a corrugated bitumen and metal sheet 

roof.  There are no crevices within the elevations and rainwater goods are fixed directly onto the 

walls.  The fascia boarding is tight fitting and the whole building is brightly illuminated, inside and 

out, for security reasons.  There is no roof void or lining, resulting in no internal crevices. 

 

The hard standing areas comprise the current parking, access and areas around the stables.  The 

outdoor ménage has no vegetation associated with it. 
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Hedge 

 

There is a dense, intact, species poor hedge on the north-eastern boundary of the site.  Species 

present include holly; (Ilex aquifolium), blackthorn; (Prunus spinosa), hawthorn; (Crataegus 

monogyna), elder; (Sambucus nigra), dog rose; (Rosa canina) and bramble; (Rubus fruticosus). 

 

This hedge is growing out of a clawdd and separates the site from the road that runs alongside the 

site. 

 

Improved Grassland 

 

Improved grassland is the dominant habitat on the site with perennial rye grass; (Lolium perenne) 

and white clover; (Trifolium repens) being the dominant species.  This habitat has been heavily 

grazed and trampled by horses.  Other species present include creeping buttercup; (Ranunculus 

repens), dandelion; (Taraxacum officinale) and ribwort plantain; (Plantago lanceolate). 

 

5.2 Protected Species 

 

The protected species survey was negative although the potential for nesting birds to be present in 

the hedge on the site boundary was recorded.  There is also some potential for hedgehogs and brown 

hares to be present at the base of this boundary feature.  This is supported by a number of records 

within the 1km search area on the Cofnod database. 

 

In addition there is potential for bats to use linear landscape features such as the hedge along the field 

boundary as a commuting route.  Precautionary measures have therefore been recommended to 

minimise any potential impacts. 

 



Cambrian Ecology Ltd/Preliminary Ecological Assessment /Sŵn y Môr/15.11.2019 

5.3 Desk Study 

 

 
Fig.4:  Protected sites within 1km of Sŵn y Môr – Menai Straits and Conwy Bay SAC (purple), 

Anglesey AONB (pink), wildlife sites (brown) 

 

The data search revealed that there are no designated/protected sites or protected species records for 

the site itself. 

 

However, there are a number of protected sites within the 1km search area: 

 The Menai Straits and Conwy Bay SAC 

 Anglesey Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 

 Plas Brereton Wildlife Site 

 Llanfair Wood and Nearby Copses Wildlife Site 
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Fig.5:  Relevant protected species records within 1km of Sŵn y Môr – hedgehog (red), brown hare 

(blue), plants (green) and wax cap fungi (pink) 

 

The closest protected species record is for lax-flowered sea-lavender.  As the name suggests, this is a 

coastal species and the exact location is actually not on the development site.  The waxcap fungi 

records are from 2006 on a nearby church site.  There is also a single record of brown long-eared bat; 

(Plecotus auritus) and common pipistrelle bat; (Pipistrellus pipistrellus), but the closest of these is 

680m away.  

 

 

6 Habitat Evaluation and Impact Assessment 

 

6.1 Habitat 

 

Buildings and hard standing 

 

There is no bat roosting potential associated with the current stable block building due to the lack of 

potential roosting crevices and very high levels of illumination.  There is no vegetation associated 

with the building or areas of hard standing and ménage.  There will be no negative ecological 

impacts due to the loss of this habitat. 

 

Hedge 

 

The hedge on the site also comprises a limited range of relatively common and widespread species of 

no conservation concern.  This feature will not be physically affected by the proposals and will be 

retained, therefore there will be no negative ecological impact associated with this habitat. 
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The hedge is however a potentially import habitat feature for protected species such as hedgehogs, 

brown hares and nesting birds and as a navigational aid for bats by providing habitat connectivity. 

 

Improved Grassland 

 

From a botanical point of view, the improved grassland habitat that will be lost is species poor with a 

limited range of common and widespread species.  No negative impact is therefore anticipated as a 

result of the loss of such a restricted area of this habitat. 

 

 

7 Species Evaluation and Impact Assessment 

 

7.1 Bats 

 

The presence of inappropriate lighting is known to inhibit the movements of bat species along linear 

landscape features such as the hedge.  However, in this case, the site itself is already exposed to very 

high levels of illumination and any commuting along this hedge by bat species is likely to be on the 

other side, along the lane.  There are no streetlights along this minor road and the land use on the 

other side is a church and cemetery, with little exterior lighting.  It is not anticipated that there will 

be any negative impact on bat species due to the proposed works. 

 

7.2 Brown Hares & Hedgehogs 

 

There is some potential for brown hares and hedgehogs to be present at the bottom of the boundary 

feature.  There is the potential for some disturbance to these species during the works.  However, the 

site is already in constant use with vehicle movements, lighting and horse-riding activities and there 

will be no physical disturbance to the hedge itself.  It is not considered that there will be any negative 

impact on these species due to the proposed works. 

 

7.3 Nesting Birds 

 

There is the potential for nesting birds to be present in the hedge along the site boundary.  Any 

physical disturbance of this feature or works immediately adjacent to it could cause disturbance.  If 

this disturbance occurred during the nesting season resulting in the failure of the brood, this could 

have a negative impact on birds at a local level.  As above, the site is already in constant use and 

there will be no physical disturbance to the hedge habitat.  It is considered unlikely that there will be 

any negative impact on nesting birds, but some RAMs have been recommended as a precaution. 

 

 

8 Protected Sites Impact Assessment 

 

 There are no protected sites covering the proposed development area or that will be directly impacted 

by the proposed works. 

 

The closest designated site to the proposed development site is the Menai Straits and Conwy Bay 

SAC, at 167m away.  There are two stone walls and a large residential property with associated 
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amenity gardens lying between the development site and the borders of the SAC.  Given the scale of 

the proposed development, it is not considered that there is the potential for any negative impact on 

the SAC, which is designated for marine and coastal habitats. 

 

 

9 Mitigation Measures 

 

9.1 Habitats 

 

The only habitats that will be lost are heavily grazed, improved grassland, buildings and hard 

standing.  No mitigation measures are required for the loss of these habitats. 

 

9.2 Protected Species 

 

Nesting Birds 

 

Any construction works within 2m of the hedge along the north-eastern boundary of the site will take 

place outside the bird nesting season, recognised by RSPB as 1st March – 30th September.  If this is 

not possible, a thorough search for active nests must be undertaken by a suitably experienced 

ecologist.  If any active nests are found, work must be delayed until such time as the young have 

fledged. 

 

 

10 Biodiversity Gain 

 

Under Chapter 6 of Planning Policy Wales 10, planning authorities must seek to maintain and 

enhance biodiversity in the exercise of their functions.  This policy addresses the Section 6 Duty of 

the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 and results in the likelihood of planning applications being 

refused unless they can show a positive impact on biodiversity. 

 

 New Planting 

 

The current proposed development site at Sŵn y Môr is very open in nature.  It is recommended that 

the planting of native specimen trees will provide potential value to wildlife and are included in any 

landscaping scheme which will help to compensate for the current lack of species diversity.  The 

following species are recommended: 

 Native oak; (Quercus petraea) 

 Cherry; (Prunus avium) 

 Bird cherry; (Prunus padus) 

 Rowan; (Sorbus aucuparia) 

 

Due to the current Biosecurity issues involved with the planting of ash; (Fraxinus excelsior), this 

species should be avoided. 

 

 Hedge Management 
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The introduction of beneficial management practices such as the rotational management of hedges to 

maximise fruit production to the benefit of wildlife.  Advice regarding this management can be found 

on the RSPB website at:  

www.rspb.org.uk/Images/Englishhedgerows1_tcm9-133255.pdf 

 

Provision of Potential Nesting Features on New Build 

 

The provision of nest boxes on the exterior elevations of the new stable block and indoor school 

could enhance the opportunities within the local areas for a variety of nesting birds.  Especially 

suitable would be communal house sparrow boxes.  Advice regarding nest boxes can be found on the 

RSPB website at: 

www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/how-you-can-help-birds/nestboxes  

 

 

11 Legal Implications 

 

11.1 Nesting Birds 

 

Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, all nesting birds and their nests are protected.  Once a 

bird places a single piece of material then it constitutes a nest.  It is then an offence to cause damage 

to the bird, nest, eggs or chicks and immediate habitat which is likely to result in damage by causing 

the bird to desert its nest.  This covers all bird species, with a small number of exceptions (pest 

species which can be controlled by special license. 

 

In 2000, the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CROW Act) was made law, strengthening the legal 

protection for many species and introducing a ‘reckless disturbance’ offence.   

 

Planning Authorities are also obliged to take nesting birds into account in relation to planning 

decisions following guidance from the Welsh Government detailed in Technical Advice Note (TAN) 

5. 

 

 

http://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/how-you-can-help-birds/nestboxes
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12 Appendices 

 

12.1 Site photographic record 

 

 
Hard standing and parking area 

 

 
North-west boundary of the site with adjacent dwelling and Menai Straits beyond 
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Hard standing around the stable block 

 

 
Interior of the stable block roof, with strip lighting 
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Interior of the stable block 

 

 
Exterior of the stable block 
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Improved grassland habitat, hedge along the north-east boundary and site access 

 

 
Current ménage 

 

12.2 Review Table 

 

Name Task Date 

Kate Williamson Author 15.11.2019 

Chris Hall Review 15.11.2019 

Kate Williamson Revision 12.01.2020 

 


